
Clergy and Staff

Pastor			   Rev. Christopher P. Christensen	 Ext. 17
			   frcc41@gmail.com

Parochial Vicar		  Rev. Nicholas Schierer		  Ext. 30
			   fatherschierer@gmail.com		

Permanent Deacon	 Deacon Stephen J. Dixon 				  
			   deacondixon.strita@gmail.com

In Residence		  Rev. Paul Berghout			  Ext. 15
			   ihmpadre@gmail.com		

Director of Sacred		 Lawrence Bowie			   Ext. 29 
Music			   lbowie.strita@gmail.com

Parish Secretary and	 Alma Ramirez			   Ext. 10 
Hispanic Liaison		  aramirez.strita@gmail.com

Business Manager		 Debbie Beck			   Ext. 13
			   dbeck.strita@gmail.com	

Director of Religious	 Chloe Holloway			   Ext. 12
Education	 	 cholloway.strita@gmail.com

Director of Youth and	 Maria Goitiandia 			   Ext. 38
Young Adult Ministry	 mgoitiandia.strita@gmail.com

Sacristan  		  Elizabeth Vail			   Ext. 11
and Bulletin Editor	 evail.strita@gmail.com			 

Maintenance Manager	 Adan Aguilar
			   aaguilar.strita@gmail.com

Holy Sacrifice of the Mass
(The Church is open for prayer every day

 from 6 am - 9 pm.)

Sunday:  7:00 am, 8:00 am, 9:15 am (2nd Sunday:  Novus Ordo 
Latin), 11:00 am & 1:00 pm (en Español)

Monday:  7:00 am & 7:30 pm (preceded by Miraculous Medal 
Novena)

Tuesday:  7:00 am 

Wednesday:  7:00 am & 7:30 pm 

Thursday:  7:00 am 

Friday:  7:00 am & 7:30 pm

Saturday:  8:00 am, 5:00 pm (Sunday Vigil Mass)

Sacrament of Confession
Monday - Friday:  6:30 pm 

Saturday:  8:30 am, 4:00 pm, & 7:00 pm

Sunday:  12:30 pm (en Español)

Eucharistic Adoration
Monday - Thursday:  6:30 - 7:30 pm 

Friday:  8:00 pm - 8:00 am (Saturday)

PARISH MEMBERSHIP
Welcome to St. Rita Church! Please join us, as together we worship God and grow 
in love for one another under the protection of our patroness, St. Rita of Cascia. 
Registration forms can be found in the Russell Road entrance of the church, or online 
at www.stritaalexandria.com/parish-registration/.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Please contact the Parish Office to make arrangements to attend a Baptism preparation 
class, scheduled individually with Fr. Schierer.  Please note that it is possible for 
expectant parents to attend the preparation class before the birth of their child.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY
Please contact the Parish Office to obtain an application to begin marriage preparation. 
Diocesan regulations require 6 months of marriage preparation. Living together 
before marriage is sinful and harmful to future marriage. Couples who are living 
together will be asked to live separately during the marriage preparation time.

HOSPITALIZED AND HOMEBOUND 
PARISHIONERS

Please contact the Parish office so that the hospitalized and homebound may receive 
pastoral care from the priests and volunteers of St. Rita.

St. Rita catholic school
“The soul of education is the education of the soul”

https://saintrita-school.org | 703-548-1888

Principal			  Malia Busekrus

Preschool Director		 Caitlin Rockwell

September 7:  Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

St. Rita Catholic Church
3815 Russell Road | Alexandria, VA 22305 | 703-836-1640 (office) 703-706-0484 (fax)

www.stritaalexandria.com | Office Hours: Monday - Friday: 9 am - 9 pm

Hail Mary, Full of Grace, the Lord is with Thee.  
Blessed are you among women!

The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary  (Feast:  September 8)



ST. RITA CHURCH
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA									                  September 7, 2025

Holy Sacrifice of the Mass
Monday, September 8, 2025
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary	
7:00 am		 Pamela Copley
7:30 pm	 The President
Tuesday, September 9, 2025
Saint Peter Claver, Priest
7:00 am		 Michael Roof V
Wednesday, September 10, 2025
Wednesday of the Twenty-Third Week in Ordinary Time
7:00 am		 Teresa De los Santos V
7:30 pm	 Med Durel V
Thursday, September 11, 2025
Wednesday of the Twenty-Third Week in Ordinary Time
7:00 am		 The Victims and Families of 9/11
Friday, September 12, 2025
The Most Holy Name of Mary
7:00 am		 Marilyn Daignault V
7:30 pm	 Aura Kaetzel V
Saturday, September 13, 2025
Saint John Chrysostom, Bishop and Doctor of the Church
8:00 am		 Steve Greenway
5:00 pm	 The President, Vice President, and their
		  Families
Sunday, September 14, 2025
The Exaltation of the Holy Cross
7:00 am		 Elizabeth Vail
8:00 am		 The Halisky Family
9:15 am		 Robert Kendall V
11:00 am	 Missa Pro Populo
1:00 pm	 Nicolas Lopez
Additional Mass Intentions this Week:
Matthew Schnur, Joan Minto V

Bulletin/Newsletter Submissions
Please submit all announcements for the bulletin or email 

newsletter to bulletin.submit.strita@gmail.com by Wednesday, 
ten days before the desired bulletin date. Thank you!

This Week at St. Rita

Sunday, September 7, 2025
5:30 pm	 Teams of our Lady
6:00 pm	 Hispanic Prayer Group
Monday, September 8, 2025
5:30 pm	 Legión de María (en Español) 
7:00 pm	 Young Adult Bible Study
Tuesday, September 9, 2025
No Scheduled Events
Wednesday, September 10, 2025
2:30 pm 	 Homeschool Holy Hour
6:00 pm	 Spanish Baptism Class
8:15 pm	 St. Rita Young Adults Men's Group
8:15 pm	 St. Rita Young Adults Women's Group
Thursday, September 11, 2025
4:00 pm	 Junior Legion of Mary
Friday, September 12, 2025
7:00 pm 	 Vespers
7:30 pm	 Men's Fellowship
Saturday, September 13, 2025
9:00 am	 OCIA
9:00 am	 Legion of Mary
Sunday, September 14, 2025
3:00 pm	 Archconfraternity of the Holy Face
6:00 pm	 Hispanic Prayer Group

Baptism Classes
The next Spanish Baptism class will take 
place on Wednesday, September 10 at 6:00 
pm. English Baptism classes are scheduled on 
an individual basis with Fr. Schierer. Please 
contact the parish office for more information 
or to sign up for a class.

St. Rita Men's Fellowship Meeting
The St. Rita Men's Fellowship will meet on Friday, September 
12, at 7:30 pm  in the school courtyard, weather permitting, and in 
the Parish Center (enter through the back) if it rains.  Please join us 
for prayer, conversation, and "manly solidarity" under our patron, 
St. Joseph, "Minister of Salvation."  Bring a chair, cold beverages 
and food or snacks to share, and your rosary!  Please contact Rick 
Strobach at rick.strobach@gmail.com for more information. 
New and past members are always welcome! Sancte Joseph, ora 
pro nobis!

Friday Evening Mass
Beginning Friday, September 5, the Friday 
7:30 pm Mass will be in English instead of 
Novus Ordo Latin.  Join us for Vespers prior to 
Mass at 7:00 pm.  Vespers is the official Evening 
Prayer of the Church and includes a combination of English and 
Latin chants.  Please note that on Friday, September 19, Mass will 
be in Spanish as part of our 40 Hours Devotion.  There will be no 
Vespers on Friday, September 19.







Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Please Pray for These St. Rita Parishioners

News from the Diocese and Beyond

For all those discerning Religious Vocations:
Catherine Addington, Daughters of St. Paul; Sr. Giovanna 
Lamarra, Benedictines of Mary, Queen of Apostles; Br. Nathaniel 
Labs, Order of Preachers; Mark Martinez, Archdiocese of Santa 
Fe; Seminarians for the Diocese of Arlington, especially John 
Murphy and Daniel Usewick

For the Sick in our Parish:
Renuka Carlitti, Josephine Cunningham, Barry Foust, J.G., 
Jennifer Jacobs, Kimberly Meredith, Constance Richardson, 
Susan Tracey, Col. Christie Walton

If you know of someone who should be on the list, please contact 
Elizabeth at bulletin.submit.strita@gmail.com. Names will 
remain on the above prayer list for 30 days from the time they are 
requested. At the end of that time, you may renew your request. 

Thank you!
For the Deceased in our Parish:

Jose Luis Arranda, Michael Barker, Hessie Bannon, Daniel Lee 
Beiro, Lee Edwards, John Francis Garrity, III, David Langley, 
Oscar Merino, Catherine Elizabeth Nugent, John Martin Rice, 
Jane Rippy, George Szele, Fermin L. Vilar

After Abortion Retreats
A Day of Prayer & Healing for women who have experienced 
abortion will be held on Saturday, September 27. These group 
healing events are held in a private and peaceful setting, in English 
and in Spanish, based on the Entering Canaan model (2 separate 
retreats, in 1 location). There will be an opportunity to hear from 
a past participant and others who have found healing. You are 
not alone. Take the first step. For confidential inquiries, please 
contact Project Rachel Ministry at (703) 841-2504 or info@
helpafterabortion.org.

OCIA (Order of Christian Initiation of Adults)
Have You or Someone You Know...
	 • Heard about the Catholic Faith and just want to learn more?
	 • Expressed interest in becoming Catholic?
	 • Been Baptized Catholic as a child, but have not celebrated the
	 Sacraments of Eucharist and/or Confirmation?
	 • Received all the Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism, Eucharist,
	 and Confirmation) but want a refresher on what we believe as 	
	 Catholics?
OCIA (Order of Christian Initiation of Adults) classes provide a 
broad overview of our Catholic Faith and prepare individuals to 
celebrate the Sacraments of Initiation at the Easter Vigil. English 
Classes will take place on Saturday mornings at 9:00 am, 
beginning September 6.  The OCIA registration form can be found 
at  https://stritaalexandria.com/ocia/.  For more information or 
to register for OCIA in English, please contact Fr. Schierer at 
fatherschierer@gmail.com. 

RICA (en español)
Para obtener más información sobre la RICA en español o para 
registrarse, comuníquese con el Padre Christensen al frcc41@
gmail.com.  El formulario de inscripción se puede encontrar en 
el vestibulo de la iglesia o visitando nuestra pagina web https://
stritaalexandria.com/rica/.

Upcoming Second Collections
September 7:	 Repairs and Replacements
September 14:	 Religious Education
September 28:	 The Catholic University of America

Thank you for your continued generosity!

Archconfraternity of the Holy Face 
Meeting

All are welcome to join us for the next meeting of 
the Archconfraternity of the Holy Face on Sunday, 
September 14, at 3:00 pm in the church.  This 
prayer group is dedicated to offering reparation for 
blasphemies against Our Lord and His Holy Name, 
for sins against keeping Sunday holy, and for sins of 
revolution and communism. You can read more about the devotion 
at https://hisholyface.com/the-devotion/. 

Lectors Needed 
Become a lector and help spread the Word of 
God and contribute to our parish.  Lectors are 
needed for all English Masses. Scheduling is 
flexible and training is provided. Please consider 
volunteering for this ministry. To volunteer, 
or if you would like more information, please 
contact Frank Donahoe at 571-236-8495 or 

fpdonahoe137@gmail.com.

Religious Education Classes 
and Sacrament Preparation

Registration is open for the calendar year 
2025-2026.  Please note that preparation 
for a Sacrament (First Holy Communion 
or Confirmation) requires two years of 
class participation, which typically begins 
in 1st Grade (First Holy Communion) or 
7th Grade (Confirmation).  Classes will take place at the following 
times:
Mondays from 6:15-7:15 pm starting September 8
       •	 Students in the First Year of Sacramental Preparation  	
	 (Baptism, First Holy Communion, Confirmation)
       •	 Students not preparing for Sacraments 
Wednesdays from 6:15 - 7:15 pm, starting September 10
       •	 Students in the Second Year of Sacramental Preparation 
Registration forms are available in the Church vestibules, the 
parish office, or on the parish website at https://stritaalexandria.
com/religious-education/.  Homeschool families whose children 
will be receiving Sacraments this year must also register in order 
to be added to our sacrament lists, even if you are planning to 
complete sacramental preparation at home.  For more information, 
please contact Chloe Holloway at cholloway.strita@gmail.com 
or 703-836-1640, ext. 12.

Catechists Needed
We are in need of catechists for religious education classes on both 
Mondays and Wednesdays.  Please contact Chloe Holloway at 
cholloway.strita@gmail.com or 703-836-1640, ext. 12, if you are 
interested in serving our St. Rita families in this way! 


